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M. Dierickx, “La Politique Religieuse
de Philippe 1l dans les anciens
Pays-Bas”, Hispania, XVI, (1956).
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The Identity of Andalusian Muslims in

the face of the Spanish Persecution
1492-1609

Dr. Dhamia’ Abd al-Razzaq Khudhair

Mustansiriyah University

Abstract:

he fifteenth century has wit-

nessed great political develop-
ments, the most important of which
was the fall of Granada (1492), which
ended the Islamic rule in Andalusia
and the loss of the Islamic identity of
that land. Therefore, the paper tackles
“The Islamic identity of the Andalu-
sians in the face of the Spanish perse-
cution 1492-1609”.

After the fall of Granada, Muslims
suffered various forms of persecution
and discrimination, especially after
their refusing the compulsory conver-
sion to Catholicism by the Spanish
Crown through the Inquisition, whose
main function was to prosecute and
punish whom they called «hereticsy,
that is, non-Catholics. Many decisions
of torture and burning were issued
against the Andalusian Muslims. The
Spanish crown was not satisfied with
physical persecution but prevented the

use of the Arabic language and any
aspect of the Arab-Islamic culture as
well.

In four parts, the paper discusses
the Spainys takeover of Andalusia
(1492), the obliteration the Islamic
civilization in Granada, the first Mus-
lim uprising of Albujarras against the
Spanish persecution (1501), the causes
of the Muslim migration to North Afri-
ca, and the second Muslim uprising of
Albujarras (1568), and the expulsion
decree of all Muslim (1609), whose
expulsion has very serious dimensions
on the Spanish economy. The paper
concludes that the loss of Granada was
not easy matter for the Islamic world,
as it was considered an Islamic capital
in the Iberian peninsula, and its loss
means a loss of the Islamic identity in
Andalusia, where the Islamic presence
represented the Arab Islamic staters
strength, which was able to establish
a kingdom outside the Arab countries
borders.
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