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History of Hawzah ‘Ilmiyah and Religious schools
of the Shia Ithna‘ashariyyah

Prof. Dr. Adnan Farhan al-Qasim
University of Mustansiriya / Faculty of Education

Abstracts:

he movement of education and learning started from Mecca to Madinah; and from

there to the places where the light of Islam was felt. The lessons’ courses were held in
the Al-Nabawi Mosque (The prophet’s mosque), and other places of worship, and over time,
special places were set up for students for gathering to learn from their teachers and their
Sheikhs, I defined the name of schools and institutes, the role of science and university...
and abandoning the science and scientific seminaries (Hawza), that each of which has a long
history of civilization and many scholars of Islamic schools have been keen to gather it in
valuable works that tell the generations the history of the scientific movement, the efforts of
scientists and their cognitive works.

The scholars of the Twelve Imamite Shi’ites called the places of cohabitation by their
term “scientific seminary”, a term that has deep roots in the Arabic language, meaning: (each
group is bound to another one), and the term used in the Hadith in this sense is also saying:
(Fahmi Hawazah of Islam) which means its limits and aspects, and also narrated: (Imam of
us is whom protect his Hawza), that mean protecting its borders and prevent the enemies
from there.

When the word “Hawza” is said and adding to it “science”, the estate of science or
“scientific seminary” is said, and It is meant to be: the scientific institution which is established
until the legitimate scientific study which enables the student to know the legal rules and its
evidences.

Twelve Imamite Shirites has found these scientific seminaries which were, the seminary
of Baghdad, and the seminary of Hillah, and the seminary of Najaf Ashraf, the seminary of
Jabal Amel and the seminary of Karbala and Isfahan, and Qom... And many more others.

And these scientific seminaries of the Imamite had a long history of scientific, human
and social progress and need a lot of scientific efforts and follow-up to write down its details
and particulars; especially the major central Seminaries such as Baghdad, Najaf, Hillah and
Karbala.

The scientific seminary of Samarra, which was established by Mr. Muhammed al-Shirazi
(1312 A.H.), is considered of the sub-seminaries, which sprouted from the Najaf seminary in
its third period and has a history full of scientific, human and social progress.

In this research we try to refer to some of the features of this blessed seminary, the
scientific and social effects that it created, and what happened to it after the departure of its
founder.
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