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Abstract  
The aim of the current study is to examine the effectiveness of using 

dictionaries which operate based on the internet to measure their 

effects on learners' vocabulary development and growth. Forty-four 

female students were selected by the researcher as a sample of the 

study among 86 total number of the students at Al-Mansour 

Preparatory Girl School during the second course of the academic 

year 2016/2017. SPSS software was used by the researcher to 

measure effects and changes in students' scores after conducting the 

new experiment. Results showed that the experimental group 

learners performed better than the control group in the vocabulary 

test. The experimental group gained higher score than the control 

group. The experimental group learners confessed that the process of 

vocabulary learning became easier with online dictionaries than with 

the traditional ones. They also stated that they were able to know, 

memorize, and use many words after using online dictionaries.  
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تأثير القواميس المبنية على المواقع الالكترونية في بناء 

الانكليزية كلغة اجنبيةالمفردات للمتعلمين في اللغة   

 
 زينب عباس ناجي. م.م                                                                           

 وزارة التعليم العالي والبحث العلمي 

 
 :المستخلص

الدراسة الحالية هو دراسة فعالية استخدام القواميس التي تعمل على شبكة هذة الهدف من ان 

طالبة من قبل  44تم اختيار . لمتعلمين والنمولالانترنت وقياس تأثيرها على تنمية المفردات 

للبنات خلال الدورة  أعدادية المنصورطالبة في  81 للدراسة التي شملتالباحثة كعينة من 

وقد استخدمت الباحثة برنامج سبس لقياس الآثار . 1021/1021راسي الثانية من العام الد

 . والتغيرات في درجات الطلاب بعد إجراء التجربة الجديدة

وأظهرت النتائج أن أداء المتدربين في المجموعة التجريبية كان أفضل من المجموعة الضابطة 

. وقد اكتسبت المجموعة التجريبية درجة أعلى من المجموعة الضابطة. في اختبار المفردات

في المجموعة التجريبية أن عملية تعلم المفردات أصبحت أكثر سهولة مع  المتعلمونواعترف 

وبينوا أيضا أنهم كانوا قادرين على معرفة . على الانترنت مما هي عليه مع التقليديةالقواميس 

 وحفظ واستخدام العديد من الكلمات بعد استخدام القواميس على الانترنت
 

 

 
Introduction and background of the study  

Internet technology is one of the most effective tools of 

providing learners with a good learning environment 

[1].Moras (2001) claims students might have a receptive 

knowledge of a  wide range of vocabularies, which means they 

can recognize the items and their meanings; nevertheless, their 

productive use of vocabulary is normally restricted, and this is 

one of the areas that needs greater attention[2].By the means of 

using a dictionary, students are found to be more willing to 

learn new and unfamiliar words by themselves, although it 

seems some specific trainings are needed on how to use 

dictionaries [3]. 
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Elttayef (2016: 40)stated that ''Technology creates an 

educational environment since it helps learners to use it 

whenever they want, provide them with e-books, e-libraries, 

authentic materials, audio-video and audio-visual lessons, 

video conferencing and computerized exams and lectures. 

Different types of instructional technologies and according to 

literature review improved to be effective tools for teaching 

foreign language, four language skills, and grammar 

development'' [4]. 

Dictionary use is one potential vocabulary learning strategy in 

developing learning process. With the development of digital 

technology, types of learners’ dictionaries have bee 

ndiversified during the last two decades [5]. Learning 

vocabulary is one of the most important elements in learning a 

foreign language. Dictionary as a source of vocabulary 

learning can be really helpful for learners of English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL) [6]. With the rapid development of 

technology, foreign language classes are in need for adopting 

and utilizing different kinds of technology, in other words, 

technology should be brought in toour classes as effective 

tools for second language learning and acquisition [4].  

Meei-Ling (2007) demonstrated the use of web-based 

environments and the on-line support tools or the e-referencing 

tools like the ‘bilingual concordance’ (an example of 

concordance is and a ‘dictionary’ for reading articles, doing 

comprehension activities and interacting with other students 

using on-line forums both for learning English as a foreign 

language and for developing intercultural competence [7]. 

Recently, various types of electronic dictionaries supplement 

the ordinary paper dictionaries and function as additional 

assets in learning new vocabularies. These dictionaries come 

in various forms such as mobile dictionaries, online 
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dictionaries, dictionaries on CD-ROMs as well as 

concordances [8].  

The various kinds of dictionaries offer precedented               

advantages with features such as ease of access, high speed, 

multimedia environment, co-references, and anon-leaner 

approach in giving vocabulary knowledge to the language 

learner[9]. This new technological tool may influence 

teachers’ decisions on recommendations of dictionaries for 

leaners.  Teachers have to embrace these new types of 

dictionaries and make proper use of them in their classroom 

ctivities  andfor various pedagogical purposes. 

According to Kirkness (2004),” the dictionary has long been 

and still is an essential source” and he has also stated that 

while there are a wide variety of ways to deal with vocabulary, 

the use of dictionary as the conventional method of instruction, 

in both first and second language learning, has been triggered 

by all the good results[10].Furthermore, vocabulary 

acquisition is discovered to be improved for students who 

consult dictionaries for new vocabulary in their reading and 

listening activities [11]. The new forms of communication is 

becoming an integral part of modern life finding their place in 

the language classroom, offering new exciting modes of 

communication for engaging learners in authentic language 

learning experiences [12].  

Mc Carten (2007) reports that students now have access to the 

wealth of information and the language tools like the 

dictionaries online, and the only requirement for tapping this 

wealth of  information and the online sources is to prepare the 

students and teachers on the ways to make use of them [13]. 

Clearly, nowadays, electronic dictionaries are frequently used 

by language learners and the use of these new types of 

dictionaries is becoming commonplace. However, according to 

Pastor and Alcina (2010), the ultimate success and 
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achievement in vocabulary learning could not be attributed to 

the use of a specific type of dictionary 

but to the way they are used by the language learner[14]. 

 

The Problem of the Study 

Learners face difficulties in memorizing the new meanings. 

They learn vocabulary through traditional way which is not 

useful. They suffer from recalling and retention because they 

learned those vocabulary in  a traditional way through 

memorizing only without using them in meaningful sentences 

and without using any kind of techniques which enable 

learners to recall words whenever they want. Accordingly, this 

study was an attempt to use web-site dictionaries as a 

motivational way to help them learn new words, recall them, 

and memorize them.  
 

The Aim of the Study 

The aim of the current study is to examine the effect of using 

web-site dictionaries on learners' vocabulary building.  
 

Questions of the Study 
1. Are there any statistically significant differences 

between the mean scores of the experimental and 

control groups due to method of learning (Web-Site 

Dictionaries vs. traditional method)? 

2. How do FL learners use online dictionaries for 

vocabulary building?  

 

Hypothesis of the Study 
H01: There are no statistically significant differences between 

the mean scores of the experimental and control groups due to 

method of learning (Web-Site Dictionaries vs. traditional 

method)? 

H02:Online dictionaries do nothing for vocabulary building? 
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Participants  
Forty-four EFL learners were chosen by the researcher as a 

sample of the study at Al-Mansour Preparatory Girl School 

during the second course of the academic year 2016/2017. 

 

Instrument of the Study 

A vocabulary test consisted of four sections was used as a 

measurement tool for learners' vocabulary development. It was 

conducted pre and post the experiment. However, the test 

contains questions from the prescribed textbook in Iraq 

regarding vocabulary learning and acquisition. The researcher 

asked learners to translate 25 words daily depending on web-

site dictionaries. Learners are also asked to match words with 

pictures, write synonymys and antonyms to the words given.  

 

Procedure 

1. Forty-four EFL learners were chosen by the researcher as a 

sample of the study at Al-Mansour Preparatory Girl School 

during the second course of the academic year 2016/2017.  

2. A vocabulary test  was also used  after and before the 

experiment.  

3. The researcher used online dictionaries as a new method of 

teaching vocabulary.  

4.   Learners were given 25 words daily and ask them to 

translate, memorize, and put them in suitable meaningful 

sentences using online dictionaries as a helpful and instant  

source of meanings.  

 

Variables of the Study 

1. The independent variable of this study is the teaching 

method which included: 

(a) Teaching vocabulary using web-site dictionaries. 
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(b)Teaching vocabulary using the regular communicative 

method.  

2. The dependent variables were both groups’ scores on the 

vocabulary test.  

 

Review of Related Literature  

Huang, Fischer, and Chang (2012) explore a new method and 

system for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners to 

conveniently look up, via one request, tens (or even hundreds) 

of words identified and specified in e-texts, and the experiment 

results show that when compared with other types of 

dictionary use, this new method is more valuable and more 

efficient[15]. 
 

Jin and Deifell (2013) examined FL learners' use and 

perception of bilingual on line dictionaries through an analysis 

of over 250 responses to a web-based survey from learners 

enrolled in postsecondary language courses in the United 

States. The results suggest that online dictionaries are most of 

ten consulted when learners are creating and/or deciphering 

digitally mediated written texts. Based on the findings, 

pedagogical suggestions are provided to help educators guide 

FL learners' use of online dictionaries and other digital 

resources such as online translators[16]. 

Stock well (2007) discovered that the use of online dictionaries 

had been primarily investigated in the context of vocabulary 

learning and writing[17]. Lau fer and Hill (2001) found that 

the use of electronic dictionaries had a positive effect on 

learners' incidental vocabulary learning[18]. 

In a comparative study, Gan , Low and Yaakub (1996) 

investigated the impacts of computers in  . In this study, 48 

participants were randomly selected and divided into the 

experimental and control groups. The results of the posttest 
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revealed that vocabulary skills were more efficiently taught by 

the computer-mediated method than with the usual class room 

instructional style[19].  

Iheanacho (1997) explored the impacts of online dictionary on 

vocabulary learning. Eighty six intermediate ESL learners took 

part in this study.  The results showed no treatment effects. 

Additional analysis show demean in gful time effects but no 

meaningful interaction between the treatment and time. 

Participants who learned through motion graphics 

outperformed those who learned through motionless graphics 

regarding the recall tests[20]. 

 

Lenders (2008) examine the impact of online dictionaries on 

English vocabulary acquisition. The results of the research 

indicated that electronic dictionaries developed students' 

vocabulary know ledge. Electronic glosses were also perceived 

as an effectual instrument for teaching particular vocabulary 

and useful for general language teaching goals as well. 

Moreover, the students perceived it as a beneficial assistance 

in learning and applicable for their jobs in the future. They 

also stated that it helped them in learning low frequency 

words[21]. 

 

Shahrokni (2009) explored the impacts of online textual, 

pictorial, and textual pictorial glosses on the incidental 

vocabulary learning of 90 adult elementary Iranian EFL 

learners. The results of a one-way ANOVA analysis of the 

data suggested that a combination of passages and still images 

resulted in significantly better incidental learning[22]. 

Findings of the Study 

Table (1), shows there was no significant difference between 

the experimental and control groups' levels of vocabulary 

knowledge at the beginning of the study.  Table one shows that 
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the mean scores of the experimental group are (43.12) whereas 

the mean scores of the control group are (42.76). Both 

experimental and control groups are equivalent and have the 

same level of knowledge before conducting the experiment.  
 

 Table 1: Means and Standard Deviation of the Experimental and 

Control Groups on the Pretest 

 

GROUP N. Mean 
Std. 

Deviation  
T Df Sig. 

Experimental  22 43.12 34.90 
0.43 44 0.78 

Control  22 42.76 54.67 

 

Table (2) shows that the mean score of the experimental group 

(57.99) is higher than the control group (45.29). Also, the 

independent sample t-test indicated that the experimental 

group performed better than the control group on vocabulary 

test. Accordingly, the hypothesis that assumes '' There are no 

statistically significant differences between the mean scores of 

the group using the Web-site dictionaries method and the 

group taught using regular methods at p. ≤ 0.05.'' was rejected. 

 

Table 2: Means and Standard Deviation of the Experimental and 

Control Groups on the Pre- and Post-tests 

Sig. Df T Std. Mean N Group Test 
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Deviation 

0.78 44 0.43 

0.43 43.12 22 Experimental  

Pre-

test 
0.39 42.76 22 Control 

0.00 64 2.88 

0.56 
57.99 

 
22 Experimental 

Post-

test 
0.67 

45.29 

 
22 Control 

 

Table (3) presents the results of T-test which showed the 

performance of the control and experimental groups separately 

on the level of vocabulary learning. According to this table, 

there was a significant difference between the mean scores on 

the vocabulary test between the experimental and control 

groups. 

 

 

 

 

Discussion and Conclusions 

After conducting the new method of teaching vocabulary, it 

was found that web-site dictionaries were very effective and 

useful tool for learners. This result is in line with Laufer and 

Hill (2001) who found that the use of electronic dictionaries 

had a positive effect on learners' incidental vocabulary 

learning. Learners' knowledge in vocabulary was developed 

notably using website online dictionaries. This finding is in 

harmony with Lenders (2008) who examined the impact of 
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online dictionaries on English vocabulary acquisition. The 

results of the research indicated that electronic dictionaries 

developed students' vocabulary knowledge. 

Web-site dictionaries as learning tools that save time and can 

contribute to learner vocabulary building. Electronic 

dictionaries have become more and more attractive, accepted 

and popular to EFL learners at different levels, using 

electronic dictionaries in EFL classroom has gradually become 

an alternative to many.  

As a type of development, Web-site dictionaries seem to be 

more significant than   paper dictionaries. The traditional role 

of teachers as information gibers is changing. Teachers need to 

and are becoming facilitators, co-learners, and mentors. There 

are different ways for EFL/ESL teachers to learn about the use 

of web-site dictionaries in vocabulary learning and building. 
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