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Infants feeding modes in Kerbala governorate

A research performed by: Dr. Ali Mousa Mehdi Al Mousawi M.Sc. in
community Medicine- Kerbala Medical College

Abstract:

The study was performed through questioning (3078) mothers attending
primary health centers in Kerbala governorate during 1992 shows that
breast-feeding percentage is 74.6%. The factors affecting breast feeding
include mother's job & educational level (which affect negatively), father
job & educational level, infant sex, infant state on delivery (full term or
premature),infants sequence in the family and the family residence
(urban or rural ) .

The study also shows that failure of breast-feeding that occurs shortly
after birth is the most effective factor in driving mothers towards formula
feeding, as 67.3%o0f cases of artificial feeding start in the first four weeks
after birth.

An important finding is that the role played by doctors in supporting
breast-feeding is very weak.
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