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Abstract
In this paper, the rotation curve of the Milky Way galaxy has been determined
using the observed HI emission line at a wavelength of 21 cm. Particularly, the
Tangent Point Method was used in order to measure the rotational velocity and the
distance to the center of the Milky Way. The measured rotation curve showed that
the rotational velocity remains approximately constant at large distances from the
center of the Galaxy. This is actually an evidence for the existence of dark matter in
the halo of the Milky Way. If all the matter in the Milky Way is visible, then the
behavior of the rotation curve of the galaxy should experience a Keplerian decline.
The mass of the Milky Way within a radius of 15 kpc was also estimated to be ~
1.65 × 1011 M⊙ which represents the mass of luminous matter in the Galaxy.
However, if one assumes that the dark matter halo extends to 50 kpc, then the mass
of the Galaxy should be ~ 5.615 × 1011 M⊙. The results indicate that the mass of
dark matter in the Milky way within a radius of 50 kpc is ~ 3.96 × 1011 M⊙.
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حساب منحني الدوران لمجرة درب التبانة باستخدام خط انبعاث الهيدروجين المتعادل ذي الطول
 سم12 الموجي

 ضالل شاذل محسن، *حارث سعد مهدي

 العراق، بغداد، جامعة بغداد، كمية العموم،قسم الفمك والفضاء
الخالصة
في ىذا البحث تم حساب منحني الدوران لمجرة درب التبانة باستخدام خط انبعاث الييدروجين المتعادل
 تم استخدام طريقة النقطة المماسية لحساب السرعة الدورانية، وعمى وجو التحديد. سم12 ذي الطول الموجي
 المنحني المحسوب اثبت بأن السرعة الدورانية تبقى تقريباً ثابتة لمسافات.والمسافة لمركز مجرة درب التبانة

 حيث لو ان. وىذا دليل عمى وجود المادة المعتمة في اليالة المجرية لمجرة درب التبانة.بعيدة من مركز المجرة

كل المادة في مجرة درب التبانة ىي مضيئة فأن سموك منحني الدوران يجب ان يعاني نقصان في السرعة
 كذلك تم اجراء حسابات تقريبية لكتمة مجرة درب التبانة ضمن.الدورانية والذي عادة ما يدعى نقصان كبمر
 وىي تمثل كتمة المادة1.65 × 1011 M⊙ ً فرسخ فمكي ووجدت بانيا تساوي تقريبا15 مدار نصف قطره

 فرسخ فمكي فأن كتمة المجرة تساوي50  اذا افترضنا بأن اليالة المجرية تمتد لمسافة.المضيئة في المجرة
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05  اوضحت النتائج بأن كتمة المادة المعتمة في مجرتنا ضمن مدار نصف قطره.5.615 × 1011 M⊙

. 3.96 × 1011 M⊙ فرسخ فمكي ىي بحدود

INTRODUCTION
The fraction of visible matter in the Universe is only ~ 5 % of the total mass and the rest is in the
form of dark matter (27%) and dark energy (68%). Therefore, it is very important to study the
observational evidences of the existence of dark matter. The fraction of each component in the
Universe according to PLANCK 2015 constraints [1] is shown in Figure- 1. There are many evidences
for the existence of dark matter in the Universe.
The first evidence of the existence of dark matter was published by Zwicky in the 1930s [2, 3]. He
estimated the velocity dispersion of galaxies in Coma cluster and found that the velocity dispersion is
higher than expected from the visible matter only. Gravitational lensing provides another evidence for
the presence of dark matter in bullet clusters such as 1E0657-558. These systems comprise of two
colliding clusters of galaxies and as a result of the collision, the smaller cluster passes through the
main cluster. Gravitational lensing analyses show that the peak of mass distribution is offset from that
obtained from x-ray analyses which represent the peak of the visible mass distribution. This also
proves that the dark matter in these clusters is collisionless [4- 6].
In addition, the flatness of the rotation curves of spiral galaxies at large radial distance is an
evidence for the existence of dark matter in those galaxies [7- 9]. According to the Newtonian
mechanics, there should be a balance between the centrifugal force and the gravitational force [10]:

mVC2 GmM
- …………………………………………………………………………………….(1)

R
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Where m is the mass of an object within the galaxy, V C is the rotational velocity, R is the distance
to the center, G is the gravitational constant, and M is the mass within the radius R. Therefore, if all
the mass in spirals is luminous, then the circular velocity should decline according to the following
formula:

VC 

GM
……………………………………………………………………………………….(2)
R

This paper aims to prove the existence of dark matter in the Milky Way by measuring its rotation
curve from HI profile.
METHODOLOGY
The rotation curve of spiral galaxies is defined as the variation in the rotational velocity of objects
such as stars and gas clouds at different radial distances of spirals. A MATLAB code was written in
order to show the behavior of different types of rotation curves and the results are shown in Figure- 2.
The circular velocity of a solid body increases linearly with the distance from the center of the object
see Figure- 2(a). Figure- 2(b) shows that because the enclosed mass decreases, the rotational velocity
decreases with the radial distance according to the Keplerian rotation. A flat rotation Figure- 2(c)
indicates that the mass increases with the distance from the center. The expected behavior of the
rotation curve of spiral galaxies is shown in Figure 2d. The rotational velocity of a spiral galaxy
should increase with the distance near the center of the galaxy because the enclosed mass increases so
fast with the radial distance. Based on the Newtonian mechanics, the rotation curve then should
experience a Keplerian decline at large radial distances (see equation 2). However, the observed
rotation curve is completely different as shown in Figure 2e. We notice that the rotational velocity
remains approximately constant at large radial distances. This implies that the enclosed mass still
increase with the radial distances and this in turn indicates that there is matter that is not in the form of
visible matter (i.e. dark matter), see e.g. [10].
One of the most powerful techniques of measuring the rotation curve of the Galaxy is from the
Doppler shift of clouds of HI emission line. This neutral hydrogen radio line at a wavelength of 21 cm
is useful because it is not strongly scattered or absorbed by interstellar dust. The location and velocity
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of an HI cloud cannot be determined directly. However, the so-called tangent point method is used to
measure the Galactic rotation curve. A gas cloud that is located along the line of sight closest to the
Galactic center has the maximum radial velocity. Figure- 3 shows a schematic diagram of the 21 cm
HI emission line profile.

Figure 1-The components of the universe based on the recent PLANCK data [1].

Figure 2- A schematic diagram of different types of rotations including the expected and observed
rotation curve of a spiral galaxy (d and e).
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Figure 3- A schematic diagram of HI profile. The HI cloud 4 is located at a tangent point, so it has the
maximum radial velocity.
The maximum radial velocity (Vr,max) is used to determine the location of the gas cloud from the
Galactic centre (R) and the circular velocity of the gas cloud Vc at the tangent point from (see for
example [11]):

R  Ro sin l …………………………………………………………………………………………(3)
VC  Vr ,max  Vo sin l ……………………………………………………………………………….(4)
where l is the Galactic longitude, Ro is the distance of the sun from the Galactic center and Vo is
the rotational velocity of the sun. This means that if the maximum radial velocity is known, one can
easily determine the rotation curve of the Galaxy.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In this work, the data of HI profile at b = 0 and 0 ≤ l ≤ 90 have been collected from Leiden
Argentine Bonn (LAB) Survey (See also [12, 13]).
In Figure- 4, we show the HI profiles at b = 0 and different values of Galactic longitudes. The
maximum radial velocity has been obtained from these profiles and then equations 3 and 4 are used to
determine the rotation curve of the Galaxy. The measured rotation curve is shown in Figure- 5. The
figure also illustrates the rotation curve that was determined by [14]. This comparison clearly indicates
that the rotation curve measured in this work is consistent with that measured by [14].
The flatness of the rotation curve at large radial distances basically indicates that there is extra
matter that is not in the form of visible matter, namely, dark matter. If all the matter in the Galaxy is in
the form of luminous matter, the rotational velocity should decline according to the Newtonian
dynamics.
It was pointed out in the website of the Leiden Argentine Bonn (LAB) Survey that the velocities in
the inner part of the Milky Way are very uncertain. Therefore, the rotation curve in this work has been
determined for the outer part of the Milky Way (l > 20o). However, this does not affect our results
because the key goal here is to show that the rotation curve is flat in the outer part of the Galaxy.
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Figure 4- The HI profile at b=0o and 10 ≤ L ≤ 90o. The data were taken from Leiden Argentine Bonn
(LAB) Survey.
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Figure 5- A comparison between the rotation curve of the Milky Way measured in this work and that
measured by [14].
CONCLUSIONS
This work focuses on the determination of the Milky Way rotation curve using the observed neutral
Hydrogen at a wavelength of 21 cm. We found that the rotation curve of the Milky Way measured in
this work is consistent with that determined by [14]. The rotational velocity of the Galaxy remains
almost constant in the outer part of the Galaxy. This indicates that the Milky Way contains a large
fraction of matter that is in the form of dark matter. In addition to the Tangent Point Method that has
been used in this work, several other techniques have been used to derive rotation curve of our own
galaxy. For instance, the HI thickness method was used to measure the rotation curve of the Milky
Way [15, 16]. The measurements of parallax and proper motions of H2O maser sources are used to
measure the rotation curve of the Galaxy [17]. The proper motions of red clump giant stars were also
used to derive the rotation curve of the Galaxy [18]. Recently, observations of maser sources from
VERA (VLBI Experiment for Radio Astrometry) are used to study the rotation curve of the Milky
Way [19, 20]. We also estimated the mass of the Milky Way within a radius of R=50 kpc to be ~
5.615 × 1011 M⊙, whereas the mass of visible matter within a radius of R=15 kpc is found to be ~ 1.65
× 1011 M⊙. This implies that the mass of dark matter in the Galaxy is ~ 3.96 × 10 11 M⊙ which is
higher than that of the luminous matter. Our estimate of the mass of the Milky Way is obviously
consistent with estimates from previously published works. For example, a sample of 2401 blue
horizontal-branch halo stars from SDSS DR6 was used to estimate the mass of the Milky Way within
a radius of 60 kpc and is found to be ~ (4±0.7) × 1011 M⊙ [21]. The mass of the Galaxy was also
estimated by [22] and is found to be ~ (7.03±1.01) × 1011 M⊙.

References

1174

Mahdi and Mohsin

Iraqi Journal of Science, 2017, Vol. 58, No.2C, pp: 1169-1176

1. Ade, P. A. R. et al. 2016. Planck 2015 results XIII. Cosmological parameters. A&A, 594(A13), pp.
1-63
2. Zwicky, F. 1933. Die Rotverschiebung von extragalaktischen Nebeln. Helvetica Physica Acta, 6:
110-127
3. Zwicky, F. 1937. On the masses of nebulae and of clusters of nebulae. APJ, 86(3): 217-246.
4. Clowe, D., Bradač, M., Gonzalez, A. H., Markevitch, M., Randall, S. W., Jones, C. and
Zaritsky, D. 2006. A direct empirical proof of the existence of dark matter. APJ, 648 (2): L109L113
5. Markevitch, M., Gonzalez, A. H., Clowe, D., Vikhlinin, A., Forman, W., Jones, C., Murray, S. and
Tucker, W. 2004. Direct constraints on the dark matter self-interaction cross section from the
merging galaxy cluster 1E0657-56, APJ, 606(2): 819-824
6. Bradač, M., Allen, S. W., Treu, T., Ebeling, H., Massey, R., Morris, R. G., von der Linden, A. and
Applegate, D. 2008. Revealing the properties of dark matter in the merging cluster MACS
J0025.4-1222, APJ, 687(2): 959-967
7. Freeman, K. C. 1970. On the disks of spiral and S0 galaxies, APJ, 160: 811-830
8. Rubin, V. C. Ford, W. K. J.and Thonnard, N. 1980. Rotational properties of 21 SC galaxies with a
large range of luminosities and radii, from NGC 4605 R=4 kpc to UGC 2885 R=122 kpc, APJ,
238: 471-487
9. Rubin, V. C., Burstein, D., Ford, Jr, W. K. and Thonnard, N. 1985. Rotation velocities of 16 SA
galaxies and a comparison of Sa, Sb and Sc rotation properties, APJ, 289: 81-104
10. Majumdar, D. 2015. Dark matter: An introduction, Taylor & Francis Group, First Edition
11. Schneider, P. 2006. Extragalactic Astronomy and Cosmology, Second Edition, Springer
12. Kalberla, P. M. W., Burton, W. B., Hartmann, D., Arnal, E. M., Bajaja, E., Morras, R. and
Pöppel, W. G. L. 2005. The Leiden/Argentine/Bonn (LAB) survey of galactic HI. Final data
release of the combined LDS and IAR surveys with improved stray-radiation corrections, A&A,
440(2): 775-782
13. Fich, M., Blitz, L., Stark, A. 1989. The rotation curve of the Milky Way to 2 R(0), APJ, 342: 272284
14. Sofue, Y., Honma, M., Omodaka, T. 2009. Unified rotation curve of the Galaxy- Decomposition
into de Vaucouleurs bulge, disk, dark halo, and the 9-kpc rotation dip-. Publ. Astron. Soc. Japan,
61(2): 227-236
15. Merrifield, M.R. 1992. The rotation curve of the Milky Way to 2.5 Ro from the thickness of the HI
layer, APJ, 103: 1552-1563
16. Honma, M. and Sofue, Y. 1997. Rotation curve of the Galaxy. Publ. Astron. Soc. Japan, 49: 45340
17. Honma, M., Bushimata, T., Choi, Y. K., Hirota, T., Imai, H., Iwadate, K., Jike, T., Kameya, O.,
Kamohara R., Kan-ya Y., Kawaguchi N., Kijima M., Kobayashi H., Kuji S., Kurayama T.,
Manabe S., Miyaji T., Nagayama T., Nakagawa A., Oh C. S., Omodaka T., Oyama T., Sakai S.,
Sato K., Sasao T., Shibata K. M., Shintani M., Suda H., Tamura Y., Tsushima M. and Yamashita
K. 2007. Astrometry of Galactic Star-Forming Region Sharpless 269 with VERA: Parallax
Measurements and Constraint on Outer Rotation Curve, Publ. Astron. Soc. Japan, 59: 889-895
18. López-Corredoira, M. 2014. Milky Way rotation curve from proper motions of red clump giants,
A&A, 563: 128-136
19. Nakanishi, H., Sakai, N., Kurayama, T., Matsuo, M., Imai, H., Burns, R. A., Ozawa, T.,
Honma, M., Shibata, K. M. and Kawaguchi, N. 2015. Outer rotation curve of the Galaxy with
VERA II: Annual parallax and proper motion of the solar forming region IRAS 21379+5106,
Publ. Astron. Soc. Japan, 67, pp. 68
20. Sakai, N., Nakanishi, H., Matsuo, M., Koide, N., Tezuka, D., Kurayama, T., Shibata, K M..,
Ueno, Y. and Honma, M. 2015. Outer rotation curve of the Galaxy with VERA III: Astrometry of
IRAS 07427-2400 and test of the density-wave theory. Publ. Astron. Soc. Japan, 67, pp. 69
21. Xue, X. X., Rix, H. W., Zhao, G., Re Fiorentin, P., Naab, T., Steinmetz, M., van den Bosch, F. C.,
Beers, T. C., Lee, Y. S., Bell, E. F., Rockosi, C., Yanny, B., Newberg, H., Wilhelm, R., Kang, X.,
Smith, M. C. and Schneider, D. P. 2008. The Milky Way’s circular velocity curve to 60 kpc and
estimate of the dark matter halo mass from the kinematics of ~ 2400 SDSS blue horizontal-branch
stars, APJ, 684: 1143- 1158

1175

Mahdi and Mohsin

Iraqi Journal of Science, 2017, Vol. 58, No.2C, pp: 1169-1176

22. Sofue, Y. 2012. Grand rotation curve and dark matter halo in the Milky Way galaxy. Publ. Astron.
Soc. Japan, 64: 78-82

1176

