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ABSTRACT
This paper presents a proposed blind detection method for Multiple Input
Multiple Output-Space Time Coded (MIMO-STC) wireless systems based on
Independent Component Analysis (ICA). The proposed method used the statistical
independence of the sources of signals for blindly detection of STC signals. The
original transmitted signals are estimated by gradient the kurtosis-based objective
function of the received signals. In contrast to other approaches, the proposed method
does not require any modification in transmission side or using the training sequences.
Simulation results using MATLAB demonstrate competitive results for the proposed
system comparing with conventional Minimum Mean Squared Error (MMSE) detector.
Where at (10-7) Bit Error Rate (BER) there is about (4 dB) and (7.5 dB) improvement
in Signal to Noise Ratio (SNR) for the proposed system adopting Orthogonal SpaceTime Block Coded (OSTBC) scheme with (6) receiving antennae comparing to

the same system with (4) and (2) receiving antennae respectively.
Keywords: Blind Detection Methods, Independent Component Analysis, MIMO-STC
Wireless Systems.

 ﻣﺗﻌددة اﻟﻣداﺧل ﻣﺗﻌددة اﻟﻣﺧﺎرج-طرﯾﻘﺔ اﻟﻛﺷف اﻷﻋﻣﻰ ﻷﻧظﻣﺔ اﻟﺗرﻣﯾز اﻟزﻣﻧﯾﺔ
اﻟﻼﺳﻠﻛﯾﺔ ﺑﺎﻻﻋﺗﻣﺎد ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺗﺣﻠﯾل اﻟﻣﺳﺗﻘل ﻟﻠﻌﻧﺎﺻر
اﻟﺧﻼﺻﺔ
ﻓﻲ ھذا اﻟﺑﺣث ﯾﺗم ﺗﻘدﯾم طرﯾﻘﺔ اﺳﺗﻘﺑﺎل ﻋﻣﯾﺎء ﻹﺷﺎرات أﻧظﻣﺔ اﻟﺗرﻣﯾز اﻟزﻣﻧﻲ ﻣﺗﻌدد اﻟﻣداﺧل ﻣﺗﻌدد
 ﯾﺳ@ﺗﻐل اﻟﻣﺳ@ﺗﻠم اﻟﻣﺑﻧ@ﻲ ﺣﺳ@ب ﻋﻠ@ﻰ اﻟطرﯾﻘ@ﺔ.اﻟﻣﺧﺎرج ﺑﺎﻻﻋﺗﻣﺎد ﻋﻠﻰ طرﯾﻘ@ﺔ اﻟﺗﺣﻠﯾ@ل اﻟﻣﺳ@ﺗﻘل ﻟﻠﻌﻧﺎﺻ@ر
اﻟﻣﻘﺗرﺣ @ﺔ اﻟﺑﻧ@@ﺎء اﻹﺣﺻ@@ﺎﺋﻲ ﻟﻣﺻ@@ﺎدر اﻹﺷ@@ﺎرات اﻟﻣﺳ@@ﺗﻠﻣﺔ ﻟﻐ@@رض ﻛﺷ@@ف اﻹﺷ@@ﺎرات اﻟﻼﺳ@@ﻠﻛﯾﺔ ﻷﻧظﻣ@@ﺔ
 ﯾ@@ﺗم ﺗﺧﻣ@ﯾن اﻹﺷ@@ﺎرات اﻟﻣرﺳ@@ﻠﺔ ﺑﺎﺳ@ﺗﺧدام طرﯾﻘ@@ﺔ اﻧﺣ@دار اﻟﻣﻌﺎدﻟ@@ﺔ اﻟﻣوﺿ@@وﻋﯾﺔ.اﻟﺗرﻣﯾ@ز ﺑﺻ@@ورة ﻋﻣﯾ@ﺎء
 ﯾﺗﻣﯾز اﻷﺳﻠوب اﻟﻣﻘﺗرح ﺑﺄﻧﮫ ﻻ ﯾﺗطﻠب أي ﺗﻌدﯾل ﻟﺟﮭﺎز اﻹرﺳﺎل أو إرﺳﺎل إﺷ@ﺎرات.ﻟﻺﺷﺎرات اﻟﻣﺳﺗﻠﻣﺔ
 وﺗوﺿﺢ اﻟﻣﺣﺎﻛﺎة اﻟﻣﺑرﻣﺟﺔ ﺑواﺳطﺔ اﻟﻣﺎﺗﻼب ﻧﺗﺎﺋﺞ أداء ﺗﻧﺎﻓﺳﯾﺔ ﻟﻠطرﯾﻘ@ﺔ اﻟﻣﻘﺗرﺣ@ﺔ ﻣﻘﺎرﻧ@ﺔ ﻣ@ﻊ.اﻟﺗدرﯾب
( ھواﺋﯾ@@ﺎت اﺳ@@ﺗﻼم وطرﯾﻘ@@ﺔ6) ﺣﯾ@@ث ﯾﺣﻘ@@ق اﻟﻣﺳ@@ﺗﻠم اﻟﻣﻘﺗ@@رح ذو.( اﻟﺗﻘﻠﯾ@@ديMMSE) ﻧﺗ@@ﺎﺋﺞ أداء ﻛﺎﺷ@@ف
( ﻣﻘﺎرﻧ@ﺔ ﻣ@ﻊ ﻧﻔ@س اﻟﻣﺳ@ﺗﻠم ﻟﻛ@ن ﺑﻌ@دد ھواﺋﯾ@ﺎت7.5 dB) ( و4 dB) ( رﺑ@ﺢ ﺑﺣ@دودOSTBC) اﻟﺗرﻣﯾ@ز
. (BER=10-7) ( ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺗواﻟﻲ ﻋﻧد2)( و4) اﺳﺗﻼم
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INTRODUCTION
ultiple Input Multiple Output (MIMO) wireless systems are shown to
provide significantly higher data rate than Single Input Single Output (SISO)
systems [1]. Enhanced spectral efficiency, increased capacity feature, the
ability to tackle fading effects in multipath channels and the overall transmission
performances improvements form very important factors for MIMO wireless systems
[2].
MIMO systems used the Space-Time Coded (STC) schemes for approaching the
information theoretic capacity limit of MIMO channels. Another benefit of STC is to
transmit multiple copies of data stream across multiple antennae to exploit the various
received versions of data to improve the reliability of data-transfer [3]. According to
their coding schemes properties, different types of STC systems are designed such as,
Orthogonal Space-Time Block Coded (OSTBC) systems [4],[5], Quasi-Orthogonal
(QOSTBC) systems [6],[7] and Spatial Multiplexing (SM) [8] with different wireless
communication applications.
In reception side of STC systems, the Channel State Information (CSI) must obtain
in order to compensating the effects of wireless channel for recovering the original
user's symbols properly [1]. The training sequences are commonly used for obtaining
the CSI in the STC systems, the Zero Forcing (ZF) and the Minimum Mean Squared
Error (MMSE) detectors are good examples of the training based method [9].
Nevertheless, using the training sequences reduces the bandwidth efficiency, and the
limitation of the training sequences number, result in inaccurate channel estimations.
Using such imperfect CSI at the receiver, in turn, can substantially reduce the
performance of the conventional decoder [10].
The drawbacks of the training based methods have motivated an increasing interest
in the development of blind STC symbols detection and channel estimation methods
[10]. Blind Source Separation (BSS) based methods have been introduced for STC
systems. The BSS based methods are able to obtain the CSI without using the training
sequences, which costs extra bandwidth based on Higher Order Statistics (HOS) of the
received signals [11].
Independent Component Analysis (ICA) is the major tool to perform the BSS [12].
ICA based on the assumption of mutual statistical independence between sources of
signals, can be employed to estimate the original signals directly from the statistics of
received signal. The blind signal's estimation can be done by maximizing the nongaussianity of the received signals, without knowing the CSI, as long as the transmitted
signals are linearly independent [13].
Blind signals estimation methods based on ICA have been investigated in many
literatures for STC systems. These methods are either did not taking into account the
specific structure of the STC signals as the methods in [14-15], or they are limited to a
specific type of STC schemes as in [16-18].
Despite these literatures, none of the previous approaches is able to estimate the
STC signals that transmitted over the MIMO channel without modification in
transmission side or using the training sequence completely in blind fashion.
The aim of this paper is to detect the original STC transmitted signals blindly from
the received observation signals only for different types of STC schemes. The STC
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signals that transmitted over the wireless MIMO channel are estimated based on ICA
by gradient the kurtosis-based objective function of the observation signals. The
proposed blind receiving system based on ICA is applied to different STC schemes and
for different number of receiving antennae.
SYSTEM MODEL
The MIMO-STC transmission system with Nt transmit antennae and the proposing
blind receiving system based ICA with Nr receiving antennae is illustrated in Figure
(1). In transmission side, the user's data information are modulated and organized into
blocks format. The block consists of Ns symbols during f time slots. The space-time
encoder generates an [Nt ×f] block matrix from a block si of Ns symbols, si = [s1, s2, . . .
, sNs], then transmits through the Nt antennae. The channel impulse responses remains
constant during the duration of block of Ns symbols and vary independently from block
to another. The block of coded data matrix, C, can be written as the following [19]
Ns

C = ∑ Gi si

… (1)

i =1

Where the [Nt ×f] matrices Gi are the generating space-time coded matrices.
In reception side, the ICA block represents the first stage of the proposed blind
receiving system, that received the observation signals through the Nr receiving
antennae. The observation signals xk are as the following:
xk = [x1, x2, . . . , xNr]

… (2)

Where k is the index of reception antennae (k = 1, 2, . . . , Nr). The bth received
observation block of signal xb,k , that observed through the k receiving antenna can be
written as:
xb ,k = H k , j Cb , j + nb
 H 1,1 L H 1 , Nt   Cb1 



O
M   M  + nb
= M
 H N ,1 L H N , N  CbN 
r
t 
t 
 r

… (3)

Where j is the index of the transmission antennae (j = 1, 2, . . . , Nt). The matrix of
the original coded source of signals that transmitted over the j transmit antenna, Cb,j ,
with size of (Nt×Ns) and the observation signals matrix xb,k with size of (Nr×Ns) are the
complex valued baseband signals, while H with size of (Nr×Nt) is the channel impulse
response matrix. The elements of H are independent identically distributed (i.i.d), with
Rayleigh distributed for amplitude and uniformly distributed for phase. The nb with
size of (Nr×Ns) is the Additive White Gaussian Noise (AWGN), with a zero mean and
unit variance. The ICA is aimed to extracting the original sources of signals from the
received mixture of signals based on statistics of the received signals. In order to use
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the ICA to estimate the original signal without the knowledge of CSI the signals must
be statistically independence with nongaussian distributions, and the number of receive
antennae have to be equal or more than the number of transmit antennae. In addition,
the average transmits power on each antenna is normalized to unity [13].
The ICA stage of the proposed receiving system consists mainly of whitening and
estimation signals processes. The Principal Component Analysis (PCA) is a common
method that frequently used for whitening the received signals through the estimation
the whitening matrix V. The whitening matrix V is obtained based on the Eigen Value
Decomposition (EVD) analysis of the autocorrelation matrix Rxx of received signals xb
as the following [13]
Rxx = E[ xb xbH ]
= HE[Cb Cb ]H H
H

= UΛ1 2

… (4)

where U is the Nr×Nt matrix of eigenvectors of Rxx and Λ is the Nt×Nt diagonal matrix
of eigenvalues of Rxx. The autocorrelation matrix Rxx of the received observation
signals can be also analysis as
Rxx (k ) = E[ xb xbH ]
= HE[ CbCbH ]H H
= HH H

… (5)

The whitening matrix is given by [13]
V = Λ−1 2U H

… (6)

From equation (4) and (5) the estimated channel matrix Ĥ can be expressed as

Hˆ = UΛ1 / 2W H

… (7)

where W is the Nt×Nt full rank separation matrix which is assumed to be the inverse of
mixing matrix (wireless channel effects) H. The whitened received block of signals Yb
is given by

Yb = Vb xb

… (8)

Form equation (3) and (8), it can be shown that, the whitened received block of signals
Yb is given by

845

Eng. & Tech. Journal , Vol.32,Part (A), No.4, 2014

Blind Detection Method of MIMO – Space Time
Coded Wireless Systems Based on ICA

Yb = U H Λ−1/ 2CbUΛ1/ 2W H + nb

… (9)

= CbW H + nb

The second process of the proposed method is the determination of the separation
matrix W, where W is unknown at the blind receiving side. The estimation of W, is
performed by maximizing the statistical independence of the estimated signals by
maximizing the statistical independence of these signals. The Kurtosis K[s] is one
measure of nongaussianity of a random variable s and it chosen as proposed
measurement due to its simple calculation form the received signals directly. The
Kurtosis K[s] is defined for a complex data as the following [13]

K [ s ] = E[ s ] − 2( E[ s ]) 2 − E[ ss ]E[ s * s * ]
4

2

… (10)

Where (.)*corresponds to the complex conjugate and E[⋅] is the expectation operator.
The idea of the proposed blind detection method is as the following: the ICA stage
of the receiving system performed the whitening process on the observation signals to
eliminate the signal's components that consist of noise only. Then the separation matrix
W estimation is performed based on HOS of the whitening signals Yb by gradient the
kurtosis based objective function. The estimated W is used for decoding the estimated
signals and estimation the channel matrix. Other steps are used for elimination the
ambiguities of the estimated signals (as illustrated in the Appendix A later).
The separation matrix W is estimated by optimization (maximizing or minimizing)
the objective function J(W), which is based on kurtosis of the estimated signals ŝb .
Since the kurtosis of most of the digital modulation (ASK, PSK and QAM) is negative,
therefore, the proposed optimization approach is performed by minimizing the
objective function J(W) which is depends on W under the unitary constraint
WW H = I N . The estimation of W by minimizing the proposed objective function J(W)
t

can be expressed as the following

W = min
 W

Ns

J (W ) = ∑ K [sˆb ]

… (11)

k =1

The minimization of the objective function J(W) is performed by computation the
gradient of the objective function. The gradient of the objective function Γw is defined
as
Γw =

∂J (W )
2
= K ( w H sˆb )[ E{sˆb ( w H sˆb ) 3 } − 3w w ]
∂W
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Where (w) is one row of the separation matrix W. Since the optimization of the
objective function Γw is under the unitary constraint WW H = I N , the gradient of the
t

objective function must be complemented by projecting W on the unit sphere after
every step, which performed by dividing W by its norm. To further simplify
computation of the Γw, the latter term in brackets in equation (12) can be omitted since
it does not chance the direction of the norm of (w). This is because only the direction
of (w) interesting, and any change in the norm is insignificant because the norm is
normalized to unity anyway, thus, Γw is obtaining as the following:
Γw =

∂J (W )
3
= K ( w H sˆb )[ E{sˆb w H sˆb }]
∂W

… (13)

The original block of symbols can be recovered using space-time decoder after
compensate the effects of channel. The space-time decoder computes an inverse matrix
of the generating matrix to compensate the effect of the space-time coding. The final
estimated signal is compute by

sˆF = DbW T sˆb

… (14)

Where the (Ns×Nt f ) matrix D denotes the pseudo-inverse of the STC generating
matrix G and ŝb is the estimated symbols of the block b.

THE PROPOSED MIMO-STC BLIND DETECTION METHOD BASED
ON ICA
The proposed method is described in the following steps for a fixed step size ( μ) :
1. Compute Rxx and perform the eigenvalue decomposition according to the equation
(4).
2. Compute the whitened block of signals Yb according to the equation (9).
3. Initialize the separation matrix W randomly.
4. Calculate the estimated signals ŝb as the following: sˆb = W T Yb
5. Set the objective function J old ← J (W ) .
6. Compute the gradient of the objective function Γw according to the equation (12).
7. Updating W in the direction of the negative gradient, W ← W − µΓw
8. Normalizing W based on unitary constraint, W ← W / W
9. If the objective function is not converged J old − J (W ) < ε (where ε is a threshold
value), then go back to step 5.
10. Estimate the channel matrix Ĥ according to the equation (7), and the original
block of symbols according to the equation (14).
The estimated signals ŝ F and the channel matrix Ĥ are estimated up to a
permutation and phase rotation ambiguities, because of the ambiguity problems of the
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ICA. The estimated signal ŝ F is not the same as the original transmitted signal sb,
there exists an ambiguities comparing with the original transmitted signals sb. The
error minimization between the estimated signals matrix and original signals matrix is
proposed for elimination the ambiguities problems of the ICA.
For the blind algorithms, there is no guarantee that the algorithm will find the
global minimum. So, for avoiding converges to a local minimum the performances of
the proposed method are evaluated using the multistart initialization. Where, the
proposed method runs several times with new random starting points and selects the
estimated separation matrix W which minimizes the objective function Γw .
SIMULATION RESULTS
The performances of the proposed method are evaluated through a computer
simulation using the M-file programming of MATLAB. The performances of the
MIMO-STC system with proposed ICA blind receiver were quantified through
1- The average Bit Error Rate (BER) that obtained after the signal detection process.
2- The Normalized Mean Square Error (NMSE) that obtained after the channel matrix
estimation.
For each SNR, two thousand independent simulations were performed to
approximate the BER and NMSE. The transmitted signals are a PSK modulation of
(1000) symbols for each block of signals. The threshold value ε is (10−5) and the step
size (μ) is (0.1). Considering the MIMO system, with (2) transmit antennae and
(2),(4),(6) receive antennae. The MMSE detector with perfect CSI is used as
benchmark.
In the following, the performances of the proposed system are presented for the
following type of STC schemes at transmission side: OSTBC, QOSTBC, STBC and
SM.
Considering the OSTBC as coding scheme at first, the performance of the proposed
system comparing to MMSE detector with perfect CSI is shown in Figure (2). For a
BER of (1×10-7), the proposed system with (Nr=2) receiving antennae had a SNR of
nearly (9 dB) comparing to (8 dB) obtained by the MMSE detector with same number
of antennae. For the systems with (4) reception antennae, SNR is improved to nearly
(5.5 dB) for the proposed system comparing with (4 dB) for the MMSE detector. For
the systems with (6) reception antennae, the SNR is improved to (1.5 dB) for the
proposed system and (1 dB) for the MMSE detector for the same value of BER. It can
be seen that the proposed ICA system with Nr of (6) had gain of (7.5 dB) SNR and
about (4 dB) gain achieved over the same system with Nr of (2) and (4) receiving
antennae for BER of (10-7).
For the QOSTBC coding scheme, the performances comparison of the systems is
shown in Figure (3). For (1×10-7) BER and systems with (2) receiving antennae, the
MMSE detector had a SNR of (8.8 dB), while the proposed system had a SNR of (9.2
dB). For the systems with (4) reception antennae, the SNR is improved to (5.5 dB) for
the proposed system and (5 dB) for the MMSE detector. For the same systems with (6)
reception antennae, the SNR is improved to (2.8 dB) for the proposed system and (2
dB) for the MMSE detector. The proposed ICA system with (6) receiving antennae had
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a gain of (6.5 dB) and nearly (3.7 dB) SNR over the same system with (2) and (4)
receiving antennae respectively for (10 -7) BER.
Figure (4) illustrates the performances comparison of the proposed system and the
MMSE detector adopting the STBC scheme. For the systems with (4) receiving
antennae and (1×10-7) BER, SNR for the proposed system is observed to be (8 dB) and
MMSE detector gives nearly (7 dB). At (1×10 -7) BER and (6) receiving antennae, the
proposed system is give SNR of (5 dB) while the MMSE detector give SNR of (4.2
dB). The ICA system with Nr of (6) had gain of (3 dB) over the system with Nr of (4)
receive antennae at BER of (10 -7).
For the SM coding scheme, the performances comparison of the two systems is
shown in Figure (5). For the systems with (2) receiving antennae and (1×10 -6) BER,
the SNR for the proposed system is observed to be (11 dB) and MMSE detector gives
nearly (10 dB). While for the systems with (4) receiving antennae and (1×10 -7) BER,
SNR for the proposed system is observed to be (9.5 dB) and MMSE detector gives
nearly (9 dB). At (1×10-7) BER and the systems with (6) receiving antennae, the
proposed system is give SNR of (7 dB) while the MMSE detector give SNR of (6 dB).
The systems with (2) receiving antennae are performed poorly. It can be observed that
at BER of (10-7), the proposed system with (6) receive antennae had a gain about (2.5
dB) relative to the ICA systems with Nr of (4).
It should be noted form the previous figures that the ICA blind system achieves
near-optimal performance especially at high SNRs since their BERs are vary close to
the ones of the MMSE detector. The best performance is obtained for the maximum
number of receiving antennae (Nr=6) for all type of STC schemes, which is expected
due to improve the reliability of signals transmission. The simulations results showed
that significant SNR gain could be achieved by increasing the number of receiving
antennae.
The systems with OSTB coded schemes had the best performances comparing with
other coded schemes for all number of receiving antennae. This is due mainly to the
orthogonality property of the encoding generating matrix, where the transmitted blocks
of signal from each antenna are orthogonal to each other. The systems with SM coded
scheme had the worst performances due to the inter channel interference between the
transmitted signals. The QOSTBC system's performances are lower bounded by the
one of the OSTBC system due to the partial orthogonallity exhibited by the transmitted
signals of this system.
Figure (6) display the performances comparison of the MMSE detector and the
proposed system (as SNR verses NMSE) adopting the OSTBC, QOSTBC, STBC and
SM coded schemes. Considering the MIMO system, using (2) antennae at transmission
and reception. For NMSE of (1×10-6), the proposed ICA system with OSTBC scheme
had a SNR of (9 dB) comparing with (11 dB) related to the QOSTBC scheme and (14
dB) related to the STBC. For the SM coded scheme proposed system achieved (15 dB)
SNR for the same value of NMSE. It can be seen from Figure (6) that the proposed
blind ICA system with OSTBC scheme outperforms other systems adopting other
coding schemes. At NMSE of (10-6) the proposed system with OSTBC scheme
achieved gain of (2 dB) over the ICA system with QOSTBC, and achieving gain of (5
dB) over the system with STBC scheme at NMSE of (10 -6). There are slight
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differences between the results of the ICA system and the results of the MMSE
detector for each type of STC schemes due to the capability of the proposed ICA
system to reduce the effects of noisy fading channel.
It can be seen from all the previous results, that the proposed system had good
performances results comparing with conventional MMSE detector with perfect CSI,
showing the ability to the resolve ambiguities effectively, and the ability of the ICA to
reduce the channel effects. With increasing the number of receiving antennae, the
performances of the ICA systems improve due to receiving multiple copies of transmit
signals.
CONCLUSIONS
This paper proposed a blind detection method for MIMO-STC wireless systems
based on ICA. The proposed method performed the signals detection and channel
estimation processes blindly. The proposed method is based on statistical
independence assumption of the transmitted signals only and has good performances
close to the results of the conventional MMSE detector with perfect CSI showing the
ability to reduce the channel effects. Simulation results demonstrates that, the proposed
system with (6) receiving antennae acts better than the systems with fewer number of
receiving antennae for all type of STC schemes.
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Figure (1) The Proposed Wireless MIMO-STC System Model with ICA based
Blind Receiving System Structure.
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Figure (2) OSTBC: SNR verses BER Performance Comparison
for (Nt=2, Nr=2,4,6).
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Figure (3) QOSTBC: SNR verses BER Performance Comparison
for (Nt=2, Nr=2,4,6).
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Figure (4) STBC: SNR verses BER Performance Comparison
for (Nt=2, Nr=2,4,6).
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Figure (5) SM: SNR verses BER Performance Comparison
for (Nt=2, Nr=2,4,6).
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